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BEFORE THE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

By mutual agreement and understanding, between the Arizona Board‘

IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA
In the Matter of S .
Case No. MD-00-0772
THOMAS J. ROSE, M.D. j ‘ .
| A CONSENT AGREEMENT FOR
Holder of License No. 17017 - LETTER OF REPRIMAND AN
For the Practice of Medicine , | PRACTICE RESTRICTION
In the State of Arizona.
CONSENT AGREEMENT

'

of Medical

Examiners (‘Board”) and Thomas J.'.Rose. M.D. ("Respondent"), the parties a

1. Respondent acknowledges that he has read and understands
Agreement and the stipulated - Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law
Respondent acknowledges that he understands he hés the right to consult

counsel regarding this matter and has done so or chooses not to do so.

the issuance of the foregoing Order, he voluntarily relinquishes any rights to a
judicial review in state or federal court on the matters alleged, or to ch
Consent Agreement and the Order in its entirety as: issued 'by the Board, and

other cause of action related thereto or arising from said Order.

Executive Director.

‘4. Al admissions made by Respondent are solely for final disposi

matter and any subsequent related administrative prqceedmgs or civil litigatio

d to the

following disposition of this matter at the Board'’s public rrieeting on June 13, 2402.

S Consént
nd Order.
with legal

2. Respondent understands that by entering mto this Consent Agrﬁement for

hearing or
lenge this

aives any

3. Respondent acknowledges and understands that this Consent fAgreement

and the Order will not become -effective until approved ,b.y the Board and signed by its

ion of this

h involving




the Board and Respondent. Therefore, said admissions by Respcndent are not in]:nded
or made for any other use, such as in the context of another state or federal govemment
regulatory agency proceeding, civil or cnmmal court proceeding, in the State of Arizona or

any other state or faderal court. .
5. Res ent _acknowl and a ~ although the Cpnsent
1 .
Agreement has not yet been accepted by the Board and iasued by the Exeg
’ I
| the

the Board's Executive birector Ré nt_may not | his_acceptan
Consent Agréemgm and Order. Resporrdent may not make any rﬁodiﬁwﬁons to the
docurnent Any modifications to this original document alre ineffective and void unless
mutually approved by the parties. . '

6. Respondent further understands that this Consent Agreement and Order,

once approved and signed, shall consthtute a public record 'decument that may be
disseminated as a formal action of the Board. | .
7. © if any part of the Consent Agreement and Order Is later declared Noid or

otherwise unenforceeble, the remainder of the Order In its entirety shall remain {n force-

and effect.

Reviewed and acoepted this é
day of ;za7uﬁ 2002

. AL . Reviewed agd approved as
Nell fden, Attorney t Law : . form this day of ,|2002.
(Counsel For ThomasJ Rose) : ;




FINDINGS OF FACT |

1. The Board is the duly constituted authority for the regulation and

the practice of allopathic meducme in the State of Anzona

control of

2. Respondent is the holder of License No. 17017 for the practlce ch medlcme

in the State of Arizona. '

3. The Board initiated case number MD—00-9772 after receiving 1

malpractice settlement. ' : i

4. Patient CA., a twenty-seven year-old female, who had a th

otice of a

ee n_'lonth

history of severe headaches, presented to urgent care on June 8, 1997. Pgtient C.A.

also complained of vomiting 10-13 times per day, increased sensitivity to nois¢ and Ivight,‘

increased pressure in the back of the head and flickering Iighté. The ufgent care

physician recommended a CT scan, non-emergent, and that Patient C.A. foll W-up with

Respondent, her primary care physician and an. ophthalmologlst within one wegk.

5. On June 12, 1997, Respondent saw Patient CA for the first time. -
continued to complain of migrainés and' informed Res;;ondent of the prior
visit. Respondent did not. follow-up on the urgent care recommendation. |

6. | During the June 12, 1997 visit, Respondent administered a trial
SQ in the left arm, followed by Phenergan and Demerol in the right arm. A C1
orderéd and was negative.

7. On June 24, 1997, a nurée practitioner examined Patient
complained of headaches with increase intensity, dizzin?mé, gait change, pal

the right occipital regions, and vision blackouts. The nurse practitioner admir

tient C. A

gent care

of Imitrex,

scan was

C.A., who

bitations in

istered an

injection of Toradol 60 mg, prescribed Toradol 10 r’ng, and made a reTerraI to a

neurologist.
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8. On June 26 1997, Respondent exammed Patient C.A.,

who now

complained of tranS|ent bllndness in the field. of vision of both eyes, which i known as

homonymous hemnanopsna Patlent C.A. also complalned of the previous symptoms. A

neurological exam was nonnal and the head CT scan was negative. spondent
administered Phenergan and Demerol and prescribed inderal and Percocet.
9. At that time, the referral to the neurologist had not been autrJonzed but

Patient C.A.'s complaints of transient homonymous hemganopSIa should have fesulted in

an immediate neurologlcal consult

10. Patient C.A. contlnued to complaln of . severe headaches,

dizziness,

vomiting, photosensitivity, and vision blackouts. The nurse practitioner saw her on July 3 |

and 10, 1997. However, the referral to the neurologist hed not been authorizegd.

11.  On July 24, 1997 Patient C.A. received authorlzatlon for the ngurological

consultant and an appomtment was scheduled. However, Patient C.A. amvdd late and

the appointment was cance‘lled. Respondent did not contact the neurologis about the

cancelled appointment.

{

12. Respondent examlned Patient C.A. on August 11, 1997 The ekamination

noted the same findings, except for a new complaint of visual scotomata, but despondent

did not examine the eye |

13.  On August 20, 1997, Patient C.A. retumed to Respondent’s bffice with

complaints of vnsual blumng and blackouts A phy5|cal examination revealed fundi with

bilateral papilledema. Respondent diagnosed possible pseudotumor cerebv# versus a

mass lesion.

| . ! .
14. Respondent immediately sent Patient C.A. to the emergency room foraCT

of the head and lumbar. Thé CT scans of the lumbar spine puncture revealed #a markedly
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high opening pressure of 48'cm. A visual acuity test in the emergency room cqrroborated
. ). {

that Patient C.A. had no vision. y |
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15. Rudolf Klrschner M.D., Board Medical Consultant reviewed thg case and

concluded that Respondents diagnosis and treatment of Patlent C.A. fell |below the

acceptable standard of care Specifically, Dr. K|rschner noted Respondent'$ failure to

personally contact the msurance company or the neurologist regarding the degree of

urgency. Dr. Klrschnertalso noted that Respondent falled to exam Patient C.A.'s eye

after the complaint of scotorna. :

- 16.

During an April 8, 2002 investigation interview, Respondent admitted that

he failed to ensure that the ineurological consult was timely and failed to appfeciate the

severity of Patlent CA's condltlon and lack of lmprovement after treatment

17.

Respondent d|d not meet the standard of care in diagnosing ahd treating

patient C.A.’s severe neurologrc problem, which resulted in total permanent blindness.

. CONCLUSIONS OF LAW .
1. The Board possesses jurisdiction over the' subject matter herear
Respondent. : 4
2. “The conduct fand 'circumstances above ' in paragraphs 5 through 16

constitute unprofessional conduct pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-1401 (25)(q) (“falny ponduct or

practice which is or might be harmful or dangerous to the health of the patlent or the

public.”)
3.

The conduct 'and circumstances above:in paragraphs 5 - through 16

constitute unprofessional coui'tduct pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-1401(25)(ll) ("[clondyct that the

board determines is gross negligence, repeated negligence or negligence resulting in

harm to or the death of a patient.”)

|
.

1
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1 - ORDER
2 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: -
3 1. Respondent |s issued a Letter of Repnmand for his fallure to gerform an
4 ||adequate physical. exammatnon to properly diagnose pseudotumor cerebri} to timely
5 |{arrange referrals to specnallsts to act on the urgent care physncnans recomnTandatlons
6 || and failure to follow-up or dlSCUSS Patient C.A. with the specnahst
7 2. Respondent sll1all not practice clinical medlqlne or any medicin ' involving
8 direct patient care, and is ‘prohibited from prescribing 'any form of treatment including
° prescription medications, unftil.Respondent‘ appiies to the Board and affirmatively receives
10 the Board's approval to return to practice. The Board qﬁay require any compination of
i
11 -
staff approved physical exémin'ation, psychiatric and/or psychological evaly ations, or
12 | : ' "
successful passage of the Special Purpose Licensing Examination or other cpmpetency
13 l _
4 examination/evaluation or interview it finds necessary to assist it in dptermining |
1 ' ,
15 Respondent's ability to safely and competently to retum to the active ;iractice of
| ’ o
16 medicine. |l . . | |
17 3. The Board retz"ains jurisdiction to initiate a new investigation based on any
18 || violation of this Order. : |
19 4, This Order is tﬁeﬁnal disposition of case ndmber MD-00-0772.
-x . I
20 DATED this \3™ d'lay of Na\e 2002
21 ! .
BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
22 OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA
\@“ |
A ' :
24 £ M /2%/ |
25 %ué.::. J’VCLAUDIA FOUTZ, Executive Director
%’4;06.:." :
’%,fo
"6
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|| ORIGINAL of the foregomg fled this .
\\* day of D O 2002 with:

T -

9545 East Doubletree Ranch Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85258 P
EXECUTED copy of the foregomg
mailed by U.S. Certified Mail this
\W\= day of _ NoNke 12002, to:

0
Neil Alden, Esq. '
Sanders & Parks, PC . X
3030 N. Third St., Ste. 1300

Phoenix, AZ 85012
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P
EXECUTED copy of the foregonng mailed
this \\™* day of ggg , 2002, to:
I
Thomas J. Rose, M.D. o .
4141 N Scottsdale Rd Ste 300 '
Scottsdale, AZ 85251-3938 !

|

COPY of the foregomg hand-dellvered this
\\2  day of \ :ét 2002 to:

- = - - e
D O A WN -

Christine Cassetta
Assistant Attorney General ,
Sandra Waitt, Management Analyst
Lynda Mottram, Compliance Officer
Investigations (Investigation File)
Arizona Board of Medical Examiners
-|| 9545 East Doubletree Ranch iRoad
Scottsdale, AZ 85258 |
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The Arizona Board of Medlcal Examiners -
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BEFORE THE ARJZONA MEDICAL BOARD

: i
In the Matter of l ‘
‘ Case No. MD-00-0772
THOMAS J. ROSE, M.D. l ]

: i AMENDMENT TO CONSENT
Holder of License No. 17017 ? AGREEMENT AND ORDER
For the Practice of Allopathic Medicine DATED JUNE 13, 2002
In the State of Anzona I - : .
! INTRODUCTION ‘,

and Practice Restriction ("Board Order”), which he entered |nto with the-Board of

applicable to this matter the Board voted to remove the' practice restriction
1

Board approved: evaluation program and passed the Special Purpose Lice

Examination ("SPEX").

completed the Physician Assessment and Clinical Education Program (“PACE")

passed the SPEX examlnatron.

Respondent has provided satisfactory documentation that he has succes:

This matter was consrdered by the Arizona Medical Board ("Board”) at itq public
meeting on October 2, 2002. The Board was presented wrth the request of Thomas J.

Rose, M.D. (“Respondent”) to amend the Consent Agreement for a Letter of Repfimand

June

13, 2002. Respondent requested that the Board amend the Board Order to remoye the

practice restriction component on|y After due consrderatron of the facts anfi law

upon

Respondent provrdrng satrsfactory documentatron that he had successfully compldted a

sing -

fully

and
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practice of clinical medicine.

i
|
i
i
|

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: _. |

ORDER

DATED AND EFFECTIVE this 2¢”° day of Qezembee 2002,
. | sf__ day of '

ARIZONA MEDICA‘L BOARD

© ®©® N o o ~ W N

!

|

[Seal] | i
|

]

!

|
|
|

)
INAL of the for oing filed :this
day of , 2002, with:

(I
Arizona Medical Board '

9545 E. Doubletree Ranch Road
Scottsdale AZ 85258

OR

!
!
i
I
|
|
|

|
|
Neil Alden, Esq. !
Sanders & Parks, PC |
3030 N. Third St., Suite 1300 |
Phoenix, AZ 85012 |
Attorney of Record . 5
' !

|
Thomas J. Rose, M.D. i
4141 N. Scottsdale Road, Suite 300
Scottsdale, AZ 85251-3938

]
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|
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EXECUTED COPY of the foregping mailed by
Certified Mail this day of M 2002 to:

EXECUTED CQPY of the foregoirig mailed this - o
g_ﬁ& day of , 2002, to: _ !

|
|

1. Respondent’s pra'lctice is no longer restricted and he may return

Executive Director
|

to the
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EXECUTED CQRY of .efc')regofing hand-delivered
this ay of 2002, to: '

Christine Cassetta, Assistant Attorney General
Sandra Waitt, Management Analyst

Arizona Medical Board ]
9545 E. Doubletree Ranch Road
Scottsdale, AZ 852




